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Harper resigns as commissioner
Colorful political figure cites ‘personal commitments’ in his decision

Thomas
seeking
D.A. job

County halts
development
Moratorium on growth around
airport’s perimeter is approved

Trespass triggers
a cocaine arrest
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‘Day of decision’
The Rev. Johnny R. Smith addresses a crowd of 700 during the MLK Scholarship and
Awards Committee banquet Jan. 15 at the New Bern Riverfront Convention Center.

Sharpton’s stand-in inspires audience to act
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Grace Hudson holds the 2006 Humanitarian
Award, the highest honor bestowed by the
MLK Scholarship and Awards Committee.

By Corey Friedman
The Independent Register

A last-minute cancellation from the
Rev. Al Sharpton drew more indignation
than disappointment Sunday, Jan. 15 as
an annual scholarship banquet
proceeded without its keynote speaker.

Civic leaders expressed regret that
Sharpton, a nationally known progressive
activist, was not able to address the more
than 700 in attendance at the New Bern
Riverfront Convention Center for the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Scholarship and
Awards Committee, Inc.’s Annual
Banquet.

“We don’t care about no Al Sharpton.
We’re here to celebrate the life of  Dr.
Martin Luther King, who has made a
difference in all of  our lives,” said Barbara
Lee, New Bern Ward 5 alderman. “We give
God the glory, and we wish Al Sharpton
well.”

Spirited remarks from the Rev. Johnny
R. Smith drew thunderous applause as

Harper

County Commissioner Bill
Harper — widely known as
one of  the area’s most
outspoken public officials —
abruptly resigned his seat on
the county board of
commissioners, citing family
obligations.

In a letter to board
chairman Perry Morris and
fellow commissioners dated
Tuesday, Jan. 10, Harper said
he will resign his District 7
seat effective Feb. 10.

“I find it is necessary to
take this action due to
personal commitments and
family obligations that
prevent me from being able
to devote the time and energy
to my position as
commissioner,” he wrote.

Harper is known for his
vociferous opposition to

continued
county and
s t a t e
funding of
the Global
TransPark, a
commercial
air depot in
L e n o i r
County, and
f o r
boyco t t ing
Fisher Oil, the local gas
distributor that owns the Fuel
Mart chain.

During his
commissioner’s report
preceding the adjournment
of  each meeting, Harper
steps on his proverbial
soapbox, lambasting the GTP
for its failure to bring
promised jobs and revenue to
the area and announcing the
passage of  two more weeks
without buying gas from Fuel

Mart.
“Our elected officials in

Raleigh have voted again to
feed this burden on
taxpayers,” he said on Dec.
5. “I don’t know if  you’re
disgusted with it, but I’m
disgusted with it. The Global
TransPark is an
embarrassment, as far as I’m
concerned, for the whole
state of  North Carolina.”

Formerly unaffiliated with
a recognized political party,
Harper joined the Republican
Par ty and stumped for
Republican state House of
Representatives candidate
Michael Speciale, who
defeated incumbent Mike
Gorman in the 2004
primaries.

In case county residents
miss his missives, Harper
drives the point home with
politically charged

commentary on a signboard
outside his home, the former
location of  his Mexican
Imports business at the
intersection of  U.S. 70 East
and Old Cherry Point Road.

Recently, Harper chimed
in on the impending
retirement of  District
Attorney W. David McFayden
Jr., speculating on his
signboard that a prominent
local judge may replace
McFayden with the message
“Ken Crow 4 DA?”

Repeated attempts to
reach Harper were
unsuccessful as of  press
time.

The District 7 seat on the
board of  commissioners will
be filled by appointment of
the Craven County
Republican Party.

Thomas

By Corey Friedman
The Independent Register

Early in his legal career,
state Sen. Scott Thomas
worked as an assistant
district attorney under
W.David McFayden Jr. Before
announcing his retirement
effective at month’s end,
McFayden asked his former
protégé if  he wanted the top
prosecutor’s job.

With McFayden’s
recommendation to Gov.
M i k e
Easley —
who will
appoint a
d i s t r i c t
attorney to
fill the
remaining
months of
his term —
Thomas (D
– Craven)
confirmed his candidacy for
the position on Jan. 3.

“I think it’s important to
have a district attorney who
fully understands the
criminal justice system,”
said Thomas, who explained
that his experience as an
assistant DA, private practice
attorney and elected official
would help him make sage
decisions as a crime victims’
advocate.

“I want to be sure we have
an effective and efficient
office that provides a strong
voice for victims of  crime,”
he said.

If  the governor appoints
Thomas to serve as district
attorney for Prosecutorial
District 3B — which includes
Craven, Carteret and Pamlico
counties — the three-term
senator would have to resign
his seat in the North Carolina
General Assembly.

Thomas’ Senate seat
would then be filled by
governor’s appointment. The
governor is bound to accept
the recommendation of  the
Senate’s Democratic
Executive Committee,
Thomas explained.

Easley is expected to
appoint McFayden’s
successor before the veteran
DA steps down at the end of
January.

“David has done an
outstanding job as district
attorney, and he has
assembled a very good staff
over there,” Thomas said. “I
plan to build upon the good
work he has already done.”

Thomas graduated from

Staff Reports
The Independent Register

A shooting suspect out on
bond found himself  behind
bars again after New Bern
police spotted him
trespassing at the Craven
Terrace Apartments on
Friday, Jan. 6.

Kevin Slade, 26, of  New
Bern, was seen walking from
the Days Inn hotel at the
intersection of Queen and
Broad streets toward the
apartment complex at 10:14
a.m. Jan. 6, according to
police.

Slade, who faced charges
in the August 2005 shooting
of a man in the same
apartment complex and was
released from Craven County
Jail on $350,000 bond, had
a trespass warning that
banned him from entering
the complex.

After walking onto the
Craven Terrace Apartments
parking lot, Slade ran from a
police officer who
approached him, New Bern

Slade

police said in a Jan. 6 news
release.

S l a d e
w a s
arrested a
s h o r t
d i s t a n c e
away from
t h e
c o m p l e x .
P o l i c e
seized nine
grams of
c r a c k
cocaine, $2,000 in cash and
a 2001 Lexus sedan, which
contained a small amount of
marijuana, drug
paraphernalia and a police
scanner.

Slade was charged with
one count each of  possession
with intent to sell/deliver
cocaine, maintaining a
vehicle for the purpose of  a
controlled substance, simple
possession of marijuana,
possession of drug
paraphernalia, second-

Continued on Page A4
Continued on Page A4 Continued on Page A4

Independent Register/William R. Toler

Having a ball
Bruce Crevier from Champions Forever Ministries juggles
basketballs Friday, Jan. 13 at Havelock High School
following a varsity basketball game.

Acting on a request from
Craven Regional Airpor t
officials, county
commissioners imposed a
180-day moratorium on
development around the
airport’s perimeter Tuesday,
Jan. 17.

Effective immediately, the
moratorium will stall
approval of  new subdivisions
and building permits in
portions of  Township 7 while
county staff  studies land use
and prepares a zoning
ordinance to shield the
airpor t from suburban
sprawl.

“We’ve had steady
development that’s been
occurring in the Township 7
area,” said Don Bumgardner,
county planner. “The
development has resulted in
[airport] encroachment and
incompatible land uses.”

The Craven Regional
Airport Authority on Jan. 3
presented commissioners
with a resolution urging the
county to adopt a zoning
ordinance that would allow
growth and expansion of  the

airport, which serves an
estimated 200,000 travelers
each year.

Andy Hall, who lives on
Old Airport Road and owns
130 acres of  land within the
moratorium boundary,
expressed concern that he
would not be able to build a
home on his land.

“I don’t think it’s right for
someone to come in and tell
me, in a place I’ve lived my
entire life, that I can’t build
a home there,” he said.

Board of  Commissioners
Chairman Perry Morris told
Hall that whether such a
project would be permissible
would be the subject of
future public hearings.

Bumgardner said the
moratorium would prevent
the approval of  new
subdivisions, mobile/
manufactured home parks
and building permits issued
from new developments.

However, he said, building
permits could still be issued
for renovations, replacement
of  damaged structures and
some additions to existing
structures.
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Palace hosts
lecture on
civil rights

Man charged with armed robbery
By Corey Friedman

The Independent Register

Dixon is accused of stealing beer from Family Market convenience store

Dixon

A New Bern man accused
of  robbing a convenience
store at gunpoint was in
police custody moments
after the incident Thursday,
Jan. 5, authorities said.

Chester Dixon, 27, of  the
Craven Terrace Apartments,
was arrested for stealing beer
from the Family Market

convenience store on
Roundtree Street, according
to a New Bern Police
Department news release.

Upon entering the store,
Dixon allegedly selected a
beer from a refrigerated case
and walked to the front
counter, then lifted his shirt
to show the store clerk a
handgun before leaving the
store and walking toward the

T r e n t
C o u r t
H o u s i n g
Complex.

Po l i ce
responded
to a 911
call placed
at 2:43
p.m. and
received a
description

of the suspect from the
convenience store clerk.
Moments later, a police
officer spotted Dixon near the
intersection of Queen and
Broad streets, where he was
arrested without incident
according to the news
release.

The handgun found in
Dixon’s possession was listed

as a stolen weapon from
Florida.

Dixon was charged with
one count of  armed robbery
and one count of possession
of  a stolen firearm.

He was held in the Craven
County Jail on a $10,000
secured bond awaiting a
next-day appearance in
district court.

What does a certain New
Bern antique store have to
offer that cannot be found
anywhere else?  Perhaps a
certain ambience that brings
me back time after time.
When the old store was on
Middle Street I was drawn to
it periodically to get my fill
of  old stuff, and now that it
is down the highway, that
feeling is still the same.

Several years ago, I would
spend hours going into each
little “shop” within the bigger
shop searching for old china,
drinking glasses, some
familiar looking item from
the past.

Meanwhile, my son was
combing the shelves for
collectible sci-fi books and
films. Doctor Who, Star Trek
and Star Wars would call out

to him. We would leave
exhausted but happy.

Nowadays, he looks for
other films.  Having become
a Harry Potter buff, he is
familiar with the names of
stars in the popular series.
For example, the superb
actor Gary Oldman, who
plays Sirius Black, we
learned, was Beethoven in
“Immortal Beloved.”  He also
co-starred with Demi Moore
in “The Scarlet Letter,” as
Reverend Dimsdale.  My son
snagged both of  them on
VHS.

“The Great Gatsby” — the
one with Robert Redford and
Mia Farrow — is on my list
of  wanted films. Last year I
was in my Roarin’ Twenties
phase, looking for sheet
music, anything that

reminded me of  that time in
history.  I was ready to
“Charleston Back to
Charleston.”

After
checking
out a
bagful of
b o o k s
from the
l i b r a r y
o n
Johnson
S t r e e t ,
m o s t l y
about F.
S c o t t
Fitzgerald
and his wife,
Zelda, I discovered that he
wrote a lot of himself into the
character of  Jay Gatsby.

Old postcards are another
passion of  mine, and my

store can provide me with
plenty of  them. Box after box
awaits my touch.  Recently I
found a treasure, a postcard
dated June 24, 1938 and
postmarked Baden-Baden,
Germany.

We all know what was
happening in the world at
that time.  I will ask my
German friend to translate it
for me.

But I saved the best for
last.  About a month ago I
was craving the kind of
writing instrument that I had
used in school —a classic
Sheaffer cartridge pen. The
tip of  my green-barreled,
silver-tipped one is bent.  The
ink fails to flow smoothly as
it once did. Once again, my
store came through.  There
in a glass case sat two like

mine, except their barrels
were red.

The man unlocked the
case and I chose the better
pen.  An office supply store
provided me with refills.  I
dropped a car tridge in,
created my name on paper
exactly as I had remembered.
Craving satisfied.

This year, I predict an
increase in my antique store
visits.  Nostalgia peaks my
senses, invigorates my brain,
balances my well-being in
this land of confusion.  As I
get older, I desire more of  it.
And, not to be forgotten, this
“Miss Marple” is still on
Gatsby’s trail.

Contact Sandra Ervin Adams at
sandra@indieregister.com.

Searching for the Great Gatsby in New Bern

New Bern man
is sentenced in
a federal court

Staff Reports
The Independent Register

GREENVILLE — A New
Bern man was sentenced to
a four-year prison term in
federal district court Jan. 4
on gun charges following a
joint local and federal
investigation.

Julius Sanders, 24, of
New Bern, was sentenced to
48 months by Federal District
Cour t Judge Malcolm J.
Howard after New Bern
police and the Department of
Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms joined forces to
prosecute Sanders under
Project Safe Neighborhoods,
according to a police
department news release.

Sanders was arrested on
April 27, 2004, after a traffic
stop and subsequent vehicle
search yielded a stolen Glock
22 .44-caliber handgun, a
blue ski mask and more than
$4,500 in cash.

During the arrest, a
Craven County sherif f ’s

Sanders

deputy identified Sanders’
vehicle as the same one
involved in the breaking and
entering of a county
business.

Sanders
was charged
with one
count of
possession
of  a firearm
by a
c o n v i c t e d
felon, one
count of
possession
of a stolen
firearm and one count of
resist, obstruct and delay.

He was sentenced in
conjunction with Project Safe
Neighborhoods, a
partnership between federal
and local law enforcement to
curb gun violence.

The New Bern Police
Department has participated
in Project Safe
Neighborhoods since 2004.

UNC System is accused
of student rights abuses

New Bern woman faces
embezzlement charges

By Corey Friedman
The Independent Register

RALEIGH — A report by
two prominent academic
freedom watchdog groups
released Tuesday, Jan. 10
accuses the University of
North Carolina System of
widespread student rights
abuses.

The Foundation for
Individual Rights in
Education and John William
Pope Center for Higher
Education Policy’s Report on
the State of the First
Amendment in the University
of  North Carolina System
found that “13 out of  the 16
schools in the UNC System
have at least one policy that
both clearly and substantially
restricts free speech.”

“The revelations in our
report ought to outrage
everyone in North Carolina,”
Greg Lukianoff, interim
president of  FIRE, said in a
news release. “The UNC
System is disregarding the
First Amendment at public

expense, each and every
day.”

The report cites
numerous examples of
university policies that
allegedly violate
constitutional guarantees of
free speech and expression,
including a provision in
Appalachian State
University’s code of  conduct
banning “insults, taunts or
challenges directed toward
another person.”

“North Carolina
exemplifies so much that is
wrong with American higher
education today,” Lukianoff
said in the release. “From its
unconstitutional speech
codes to its quashing of
religious groups, the UNC
System contains perfect
examples of  all the things we
are fighting nationwide.”

The state university
system rebuffed the report’s
claims, calling the document
“a clear case of  smoke with

A six-week New Bern
police investigation resulted
in the Jan. 3 arrest of  a UPS
Store employee on
embezzlement charges,
according to a police
department news release.

Amy Goff, 26, of  Pine
Street in New Bern, stands
accused of  embezzling more
than $4,500 from the UPS
Store since August 2004,
authorities said.

Goff  was released from
Craven County Jail with a
written promise to appear in
court.

Embezzlement is a felony
in North Carolina regardless
of  the amount of  money at
issue. Funds embezzled

Staff Reports
The Independent Register under $100,000 draw a Class

H felony charge under state
law.

The New Bern Police
Department investigates all
cases of  embezzlement and
employee theft and listed the
following signs of  employee
theft courtesy of  the U.S.
Small Business
Administration:

 Forged or fraudulent
receipts

 Small but habitual
money discrepancies

 Customer complaints
of  over billing

 Excessive “no sales”
transactions

 Hidden receipts
 Missing merchandise
 Excessive voided

transactions.

Police offer the following
suggestions to business
owners and managers to
prevent embezzlement or
employee theft:

 Conduct random
internal and external audits

 Split and/or rotate
financial duties to ensure one
person doesn’t have
complete control of funds

 Keep accurate, up-to-
date records

 Install an alarm,
security system or video
surveillance

 Randomly change
passwords to vital computer
programs involving
accounting or customer
information accessible to all
employees.

Continued on Page A4
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Bidding farewell
One man’s trash proved to be another man’s treasure Saturday, Jan. 14 at the Trenton
Fairgrounds as the Trenton Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad held its annual
farm equipment and general auction.

Tryon Palace Historic
Sites and Gardens will
host a lecture on civil
rights in North Carolina
and black economic
development at 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 19 at the
Tryon Palace Visitor
Center Auditorium.

Ben Ruffin is the
scheduled speaker for
the January installment
of the African-American
Lecture Series.
Admission is free. For
more information, call
514-4900.

Chamber
plans poker
tournament

HAVELOCK — Eastern
Craven County residents
are invited to place their
bets at the Havelock
Chamber of  Commerce’s
Mardi Gras and Texas
Hold ‘em Tournament,
beginning at 5 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 21.

Admission is $50 for
single players and $90 for
couples, with a limit of
256 players. Tickets
include the price of  Cajun
cuisine and live
entertainment as well as
participation in a silent
auction.

Texas Hold ‘em is a
variant of  poker that has
mushroomed in
popularity, with
opportunities for players
to compete on
professional and amateur
levels nationwide.

For more information,
contact the Chamber of
Commerce at 447-1101.

BRIDGETON — Town
commissioners here voted
to impose an impact fee
of  $9,450 on resident
Richard Brown’s property
Dec. 13, after Brown
received a variance from
the Board of  Adjustment
to construct a three-unit
retail business.

The fee was calculated
using a formula to
determine the type and
amount of  sewage flow
that could be expected,
town leaders explained
during the Bridgeton
Board of  Commissioners
regular monthly meeting
Tuesday, Dec. 13.

Town commissioners
also heard a request for a
conditional use permit to
allow light manufacturing
of  fiberglass boats at 607
U.S. 17 North. No formal
decision was made Dec.
13 or during a subsequent
public hearing on Jan. 10.

Commissioners’ first
order of  business on Dec.
13 was to swear their
oaths of  office after
retaining their seats in
Novemnber’s Craven
County municipal
elections.

Appointed officials,
including the town clerk,
town attorney and finance
officer, were all
reappointed for another
two-year term.

Bridgeton
asseses an
impact fee
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On an almost daily basis, we
graciously receive compliments
on the scope of  this newspaper’s

coverage and its role as an alternative
voice in Craven County.

The Independent Register has been
favorably compared to New Bern’s daily
newspaper and loyal readers laud our
commitment to intellectual diversity
and the free exchange of  ideas. But this
publication’s future has never been
more tenuous — or more imperiled.

Advertising revenues have been
stagnant, and while moral support is
gratifying, financial suppor t is
imperative if  we hope to continue
providing county residents with
objective local coverage and a vibrant
open forum for social and political
discourse.

The money we take in from
advertising sales isn’t enough to cover
our commercial printing costs. While we
never expected windfall profits, we did
hope to make a modest living from this
venture.

Our advertisers are anything but
parsimonious. We are grateful for their
generous support of  the Independent
Register and urge readers to frequent
these community businesses when they
can do so.

We also implore those who support
this newspaper’s mission of  creating a
viable alternative to the area’s
established news media to pledge their
support — financial as well as moral.

The Register released its inaugural
issue on Sept. 27, 2005, with plans to

continue as a weekly newspaper and
expand from eight pages to 12 or more.
With unexpected monetary shortfalls,
we were forced to improvise — slashing
our publication frequency to biweekly
in order to stay afloat.

Publishing every two weeks meant it
was more difficult to provide timely
coverage of  breaking news, so we
launched a Web site and companion
blog that could be updated as news
happens to supplement the print
edition.

We will continue to seek creative
ways to bring you the news, and do
everything in our power to keep the
Independent Register in print.

That being said, without a
substantial increase in financial
support, we can no longer guarantee
the prompt release of  future editions.

On this week’s Currents page, you
will find an in-depth article about the
Register and its three co-publishers.
While it is not customary for a
newspaper to turn the spotlight on itself,
we feel that it’s necessary for our story
to be told — while we still have the
means to tell it.

Whether this newspaper finds a
foothold in Craven County or whether
we are forced to suspend publication,
we sincerely thank you for reading.

Whatever the outcome, it is our
prevailing hope that, through the words
and images on these pages, we have
made a difference.

Banking on change
Independent Register faces shaky financial future

Honoring MLK
Civil rights leader’s legacy too often overlooked

A  shameful tradition among
students at New Bern High
School underscores the need for

education concerning Martin Luther
King Jr. and the civil rights movement
he led.

Each year, many white students skip
the annual MLK assembly as a show of
disrespect — shockingly, some with the
approval and assistance of  their
parents, who write the excuse notes and
sign their children in late, inculcating
ignorance and fostering bigotry.

An attitude of  indifference to King’s
message and achievements has found
favor in some white Southerners, and it
saddens us to see children adopt these
shortsighted views.

The same resentment sprang up in
2000 after the city of  New Bern
renamed Clarendon Boulevard for the
slain civil rights leader.

Some business owners resisted the
name change, but the new signs went
up, and MLK Boulevard remains.

Mandated genuflecting on Jan. 16 of
every year won’t reverse deeply rooted
prejudices, nor will compulsory
attendance at a Martin Luther King Jr.
Day assembly instill instant
understanding.

While public schools could use more
instruction on the civil rights movement,
most children come to school with their
opinions on the subject already formed.
Parents have the primary responsibility
to educate their children on racial
equality issues.

King’s message was one of  equality
among all races, his vision one of  peace
and a universal human brotherhood.

His work to advance the cause of
African-American rights and eradicate
the Jim Crow laws which galvanized
America along the fault lines of  race
and color has earned him a permanent
place in our nation’s history.

It’s time that everyone accepted that
place.

In response to legions of
e-mails, I’ve decided to
answer the most pressing
question: Where is Heaven,
and how in Hell can I get
there?

Hold it, Tex — reholster
your twin Colt .45s. First,
let’s banish some
misconceptions.

According to many
modern Christians, Heaven is
where you get the Really Big
House. Your chunk of
celestial real estate is
determined, not by how
many souls you actually
shepherd toward Christ, but
by how often you make the
recruiting attempt.

If  you have to reclaim a
few pearls from a few piggish
palms along the way, no
matter — at least you tried.
And your reward will be a
stout Victorian structure
constructed from stone and
half-exposed timbers. Its
roof will be made from
gingerbread you can actually
eat, gingerbread that
replenishes itself  nightly,
while your contemporaries
will live in the cosmic
equivalent of  trailer parks, on
Paradise‘s fringes, forgotten
by God but spared burning in
Hell.

The few unbelievers who
manage to straggle into
Heaven will never qualify for
membership at the country
club — that right belongs to
you alone, and your cronies,
the true believers. All you
gotta do is die to get it.

Men, am I the only Hittite
among you who has ever
voiced this blasphemous
thought: “Hey, God, I know

you call the shots and all,
but…if  there ain’t no chicks,
I maybe kinda might not
actually want to go to
Heaven?”

Heaven is where you
finally get laid. A lot.
Unfortunately this doesn’t
apply to Mr. Lionel Libido, he
of  the gorgeously oiled body
and brand new Mustang and
pulverized bull sperm he
uses for weightlifting
milkshakes. When poor
Lionel dies, he’s destined for
a
fleshless
c ave r n
o f
eternal
suffering.

N o t
so for
Pa s t o r
Kenneth
Cheekie,
w h o
a l s o
teaches
geography
at the
festival of  mediocrity that
passes for the local middle
school. You’ve seen guys like
Pastor Cheekie before, quite
possibly pushing a cart in
Wal-Mar t — crew cut,
pockmarked, mustachioed,
bespectacled, with a homely,
fat wife who wears floor-
length denim dresses and
yarmulkes.

That guy’s going on a
fornication spree when he
gets to Heaven, that guy’s
destined for a cosmic orgasm
one thousand years long, a
marathon of  wickedness
capable of  making an Iraqi
imam wage jealous jihad.

Sound strange? That’s
precisely the way many
religious people think about
Heaven. As a catharsis for
pent-up pressures; a gift of
license in exchange for the
recently-passed period of
chastity.

Obviously, such a mindset
misses the entire point: by
the time you get to Heaven,
there will be no such thing
as you. This is Death‘s toll for
your spirit‘s ride.

A pity that people spend
millions forcing us to
remember them after their
death, two hundred grand
and your name goes on the
university placard, three
million sees it on a stadium,
five hundred engraves it on a
brass synagogue tag that
later gets placed on a
woodcut of  the Tree of  Life.
And for what?

The entity that used and
discarded your skin will never
recognize your name as it
stands before the Almighty.
Your skin is a wardrobe
hanging in a dirt-filled closet,
and I hope you didn’t spend
too much on cosmetic
enhancements, because by
the time you get to where
you’re going, you won’t need
skin. More than likely you’ll
be an amorphous spill of
plasma floating through the
Void.

Nah. Just kidding. You
won’t be amorphous.

But you will be happy.
After you get what you got

coming.

Contact Stephen Lewis at
stephen@indieregister.com.

Heaven is no haven
for earthly identities

In Memoriam

Crystal ball
Reflections of a friend

Born leader.
Two simple words that

describe Crystal Adair.
Long before she attended

Craven Community College,
Crystal had developed her
leadership style.

During the memorial
service, her sister Candice
spoke about how she would
follow Crystal around, like a
typical little sister. She said,
“I felt like we were invincible
as long as she was in charge.”

As the other half of
Craven’s “power couple,” I
know exactly what Candice
meant by that statement.
Spending three years
together as campus leaders,
it seemed like we could do
anything. With my
resourcefulness and her
tenacity, things got done.

Once she began her time
at CCC, she immediately took
charge. Her first order of
business was to revive the
comatose business
organization Phi Beta
Lambda.

I had the pleasure of
serving with her for three

years in different capacities.
The first year as her historian
and one third of  a seventh-
place business decision
making team.

The third year, roles were
switched as she served as my
vice president. In those two
years of  her involvement,
Crystal headed up the
“Bootie for a Dollar”
campaign as a fund-raiser for
the March of  Dimes.

Year number two saw the
birth of  a new organization,
Sigma Phi Sigma Sigma
(Students for Student
Success).

With her vision and
leadership, Crystal brought
together students who
normally wouldn’t have been
involved in any club to form
a unique society.

 In 2004, the group held
a Halloween party on campus
that was open to the public
as an alternative to trick-or-
treating.

Stacy Coleman, former
Student Council president,
expressed her gratitude for
Crystal filling the V.P. role on
the council’s executive board
in the spring of 2005.

Coleman recalled how
Crystal assured her that she
“had her back” and how she
was there to help her through
stressful times.

In addition to her
extracurricular activities,
Crystal was a leader in
academics. Throughout her
three-year span, she
maintained a high grade
point average, landing her in
the Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society, which requires a 3.5
GPA for membership.
Business instructor Yvonne
Shanks recalls assignments
being turned in at a much
higher level than the average
community college student.

If  there is one thing I
picked up from Crystal, it
would be standing up for
what I believe in. I remember
her being proud of  me for
“having the balls” to voice my
dissent for what we
considered to be an unfair
decision by Student Life
personnel last year.

Crystal will always hold a
place in my hear t and
memory and will truly be
missed.

By William R. Toler
The Independent Register



Classifieds
     Basic classified advertisements for individu-
als and businesses are $5 for five lines of copy
with the first line bolded, with $0.50 added for
each additional line of ad copy. Business logos,
icons or clip art can be added for an extra $1.
     The Independent Register offers free basic
classifieds for lost and found items. Classified
ads are accepted over the phone at (252) 633-
2757, via fax at (252) 636-0616 or via e-mail at
advertising@indieregister.com. Payment must
be made in cash or by check or money order.
     The Independent Register bears no legal
responsibility for the content of classified ads
or claims made therein. We reserve the right to
edit or refuse any advertisement at any time.

ADVERTISING SALES
   The Independent Reg-
ister is seeking a capable
and motivated sales pro-
fessional to sell display
advertisements. Pay is
commission only, but
earnings are unlimited!
   Call Advertising Man-
ager William R. Toler at
(252) 633-2757.

FREELANCE WRITER
wanted to cover commu-
nity events and write
concise, accurate and
engaging news and fea-
ture stories for the Inde-
pendent Register, an al-
ternative biweekly news-
paper covering New
Bern and Craven
County.
   Call Corey Friedman,
editor, at (252) 633-2757
for more information.

COMPUTER MONITOR
15-inch color screen,
compatible with most
desktop PCs. Good con-
dition, $30 firm.
   Call (252) 349-9066.

USED TEXTBOOKS --
 Current editions used
for several classes at
Craven Community Col-
lege including English
111, Math 070 and 080,
political science. Some
books like new, some
bought used. Don’t pay
bookstore prices! $10 --
$20 apiece.
   Call (252) 349-9066.

    Lost a family treasure?
Stumbled across a lost
item?
   List lost and found
items for free in the In-
dependent Register
classifieds! Call (252)
633-2757 and place
your ad today!RADAR DETECTOR

wanted for fair market
value, $50 or less.
Should comply with state
laws and include original
instruction manual.
   Call (252) 349-9066

COMPUTERS always
wanted, working and for
parts.
   Call (252) 349-9066.

ELECTRIC PIANO --
Pushbutton tuning,
good quality, about 10
years old and rarely
used. Asking $450.
   Call (252) 626-1949.

1993 MITSUBISHI
ECLIPSE needs trans-
mission, engine smokes.
Body is fair. $300.
   Call (252) 633-2757.

1968 CHEVELLE -- 350
Chevy engine, 350 turbo
trans. Solid Body, some
rust, interior good.
$5,000 neg.
   Call (252) 633-2757.

For Sale Autos for Sale

Personals

Lost & Found

   Single and seeking
fun, friendship or ro-
mance in eastern North
Carolina?
   Place a personals ad in
the Independent Regis-
ter and let local readers
know what you’re look-
ing for.
   Call (252) 633-2757 to
place an ad today!

Wanted to Buy

Rates and Disclaimer

Help Wanted

BB GUN -- DAISY Eagle
model BB/pellet gun with
aftermarket scope.
Loads 100 BBs or 1 pel-
let at a time. Good con-
dition, asking $65 or best
offer.
   Call (252) 349-9066.

POLITICAL SIGNS --
Have a sign from recent
local, state or presiden-
tial elections? Why let it
go to waste? I buy used
signs from political cam-
paigns for posterity and
history. Rare signs from
1960s and earlier wel-
come also.
   Call 349-9066.

1994 FORD TAURUS
GL edition, 3.0 liter V-6,
new tires, 145k miles.
New Pioneer CD player,
but speakers don’t work.
Asking $1800, will con-
sider trades.
   Call (252) 349-9066.

For Hire

MUSIC EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE: Custom
Hand Made Bass
Guitars, Electric
Guitars, Amplifiers,
Effects Units, Stands,
Gig Bags and
Microphones. Call Tony
at 635-2684 between
10am to 6pm Mon - Sat.
or Email
acarta@cox.net

OAK FIREWOOD FOR
sale. $50 per load,
stacked and delivered.
   Call 637-6035.

DISH NETWORK --
Dish and two receivers
$100. Call Mark at 745-
4757.

E X P E R I E N C E D
BABYSITTING Service.
Weddings and all spe-
cial occasions. $10 per
hour per child.
   Call 675-1098.

Sell it in the Independent Register
with our unbeatable, unbelievable introductory rates!

5 lines for $1 10 lines for $2
Extra lines $0.25 each

Connect with local
singles in the
Independent

Register’s

Personals
Call (252) 633-2757

to place your ad
today!
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Obituary
Crystal Ann AdairCrystal Ann AdairCrystal Ann AdairCrystal Ann AdairCrystal Ann Adair

Crystal Ann Adair, 27, of
Vanceboro, died Jan. 7, 2006
at her residence.

She was a graduate of
Craven Community College
with an associate in general
education (2004) and two
associates in applied science
in business administration,
one with a concentration in
operations management.

She served in various
leadership roles at the
college including being vice
president of  the Student
Council, president, vice
president and historian of
Phi Beta Lambda and
founder and president of  the
college’s first fraternal
organization, Sigma Phi
Sigma Sigma (Students for
Student Success).

Adair was also a member
of  the Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society. In the
summer of 2003, she
attended and graduated from
the Nor th Carolina

Community College System’s
Student Leadership Institute.

She is survived by her
husband, James Adair; one
daughter, Ana Adair of  the
home; parents, Debra and
Ray Borden of  Herndon, Va.;
one sister, Candice Holm of
Louisville, Ky.; and her
grandmother, Janice
Brothers.

A memorial service was
held Jan. 10 at Cotten
Funeral Home and
Crematory.

Sharpton cancels appearance
at MLK scholarship banquet
guests turned their attention
not on the popularity of the
speaker, but the strength and
relevance of  the message.

Smith exhorted the crowd
of 700 to stop
procrastinating and make
“destiny directed choices”
throughout their lives.

“Stop procrastinating,
because today is the day of
decision,” he said. “Your
destiny depends on it.
Choice, not chance,
determines destiny. Your
destiny is not dependent
upon unplanned maybes.”

The Missionary Baptist
minister encouraged an
unwavering trust in God and
left his audience with a
message of  hope and
opportunity.

“Tomorrow is an excuse.
Today is an opportunity,” he

Continued from Page A1 said. “Today is God’s gift to
you. What you do with it is
your gift to God.”

After a catered meal and
a well-received address from
Smith, members of the MLK
Scholarship and Awards
Committee presented a
series of  human service
awards, followed by eight
scholarships to local African-
American high school
students and graduates.

Receiving the
committee’s highest honor —
the Humanitarian Award —
was Grace Hudson, a mother
of  10 grown children who
wakes up each weekday in
the pre-dawn haze to provide
supervision at a nearby
school bus stop.

Chairman Junior Allen
reminded the audience of  the
annual banquet’s main
purpose — the awarding of
scholarships to area children

and recognizing individuals
for their community service
contributions.

“Wherever the speaker is,
we didn’t come for the
speaker,” he said. “We came
for the kids.”

Guests said the ceremony
was meaningful and
memorable despite
Sharpton’s absence.

“It’s kind of  unfortunate
that he didn’t make it.

However, a lot of  people are
let down because of  his no-
show,” said Raleigh resident
Norman Barrett. “But like
they said, it’s basically
overrated to me. As long as
people are here to represent,
that’s all that matters.”

Contact Corey Friedman at 633-
2757 or at corey@indieregister.com.

“Tomorrow is an excuse. Today is
an opportunity. Today is God’s gift
to you. What you do with it is your
gift to God.”

Rev. Johnny R. Smith

West Craven High School
before attending East
Carolina University and
earning his law degree from
N.C. Central University. He
served as a law clerk for a
state Supreme Court justice
before returning to his home
county to work as an
assistant DA.

An attorney with the New
Bern firm Chesnutt,
Clemmons, Thomas &
Peacock, Thomas was first

After years in state Senate, Thomas
seeks area district attorney position

Continued from Page A1 elected to the General
Assembly’s House of
Representatives in 1998
before Craven County voters
first elected him to the
Senate in 2000.

In a press release formally
announcing his retirement,
McFayden said Thomas has
the experience and
knowledge necessary to take
over as DA, a job he called
“probably the most powerful
position in the criminal
justice system.”

“I have great confidence
in Scott Thomas’ ability to
represent the citizens of
Craven, Carteret and Pamlico
counties as the district
attorney and continue to
improve the operation of  this
office in providing services to
victims of  crime,” he said in
the release.

McFayden’s retirement
comes on the heels of 26
years in the DA’s office,
serving as assistant DA for
two years before then-Gov.

Jim Hunt tapped him to lead
the region’s criminal
prosecution at the age of  28.

“As much as I enjoy my
work …this office does not
belong to the office-holder,
but belongs to the citizens,
and there comes a point in
time when it is time to move
on,” he said in the release.

Contact Corey Friedman at 633-
2757 or at corey@indieregister.com.

degree trespass and resist,
obstruct and delay.

His previous bond of
$350,000 was revoked and
replaced with a $500,000
U.S. currency bond. A U.S.
currency bond for the Jan. 6
charges was set at $1 million
for a combined total of  $1.5
million.

Slade was arrested for
shooting a Craven Terrace
man in the leg on Aug. 25 and

was charged with assault
with a deadly weapon with
intent to kill, assault with a
deadly weapon inflicting
serious injury, felony
conspiracy and discharging a
weapon inside city limits.

His accomplice in the
shooting, 24-year-old
Benjamin Jemmott, had
eluded capture for four
months and was on the New
Bern Police Department’s
most wanted list before
turning himself  in on Jan. 3.

no fire” in an Associated Press article.
“Open debate and free dialogue are hallmark values

of  the university system,” Leslie Winner, vice president
and general counsel for the UNC System, told the AP.
“And we very, very rarely get any complaints that anyone
feels their free speech rights are being infringed.”

The full report and related documents can be viewed
at http://www.thefire.org/index.php/article/6680.html.

Continued from Page A1

Slade is jailed on
a $1.5M bond

Continued from Page A2

UNC System endures
sharp criticism from
student rights groups

PRESS   RELEASE

PRESS   RELEASE

PRESS   RELEASE

PRESS   RELEASE

PRESS   RELEASE

Got news?
Let us know.

Independent Register
1734 Elmwood Street New Bern, NC 28560

Phone: (252) 633-2757
Fax: (252) 636-0616

    E-mail: news@indieregister.com

Help us keep up with Craven County news
by sending us press releases, public
announcements, story ideas and news tips.


